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Catich Color is a color font developed as 

an educational and exploratory tool for 

understanding Roman Capitals through stroke 

construction. The letterforms are generated 

from Gen Ramírez’s brush strokes, executed 

according to the method established by 

Edward Catich. By translating brush strokes 

into layered color forms, this project seeks to 

make Catich’s method visible and tangible for 

students, foregrounding process, movement, 

and construction over idealized letterform 

outcomes.

By Gen Ramírez
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Catich’s investigations into classical Roman inscriptions revealed that their 

forms were first shaped through brush strokes, not carving. By carefully studying 

enlarged photographs and physical impressions of the capitals on Trajan’s 

Column, he exposed the calligraphic decisions embedded in what had long 

been considered purely sculptural work. His findings continue to influence how 

designers read proportion, rhythm, and contrast in the Roman alphabet.

Catich Color brings this way of thinking into a digital framework. Instead of 

presenting letters only as opaque silhouettes, the typeface reveals their internal 

logic. The family includes solid and grayscale versions, along with stylistic sets 

that display outlines and proportional guides, allowing the font to be used both 

as a teaching aid and as a tool for analysis.

Regular

Gray

Dark
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a quiet fox jumps 
between carved roman 
capitals, brushstrokes, 

and vexed stone.

a quiet fox jumps 
between carved roman 
capitals, brushstrokes, 

and vexed stone.

A QUIET FOX JUMPS 
BETWEEN CARVED ROMAN 
CAPITALS, BRUSHSTROKES, 

AND VEXED STONE.
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Character set

Latin Basic

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
Latin extended

aáăâäàāąåãæbcćčçċdďđðeéěêëė
èēęẽfgğģġhħiĳíîïİìīįĩj]kķlĺľļłmn
ńňņñoóôöòőōøõœpþqrŕřŗsśšş
șßtťţțuúûüùűūųůũvwẃŵẅẁxy
ýŷÿỳỹzźžżꞌ 
 

 

Punctuation 

.,:;…!¡?¿·•*#//\-–—_( ){}[]‚„“”‘’«»‹›"'
 

Symbols 

@&¶§©®™°|†‡+−×÷=≠><≈~¬^%
Lining Figures				    Currency

0123456789	 ¢$€£¥
Latin Basic Outlined

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
Latin Basic with Proportion Diagram

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
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OpenType Features

ss02 Stylistic Set 01. Outline					   

abcdefghijkl 

↓ 

ABCDEFGHIJKL 
ss02 Stylistic Set 02. Proportion Diagram					   

abcdefghijkl 

↓ 

ABCDEFGHIJKL
frac Fractions

1/2 3/4 5/6 78/90 → 1⁄2 3⁄4 5⁄6 78⁄90 
sups Superscript						    

h12h34h r5f6 → h¹²h³⁴h r⁵f⁶		
subs Subscript

h12h34h r5f6 → h₁₂h₃₄h r₅f₆
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Recreation of the Trajan's Column using Catich Color.
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here, on a weathered 
facade, sign painting 

breathes: a slow, steady 
hand, a quiet pulse. brush 
to wall, wall to street—
each stroke holds time. 
letters are not printed; 

they are built, mixed, 
and swept into place. 
enamel hums, chalk 

dust drifts, guidelines 
whisper. a curve pauses, 
a serif decides, a spine 
stands straight. this is 
hand crafted language: 
measured, human, bold. 
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breathes: a slow, steady 
hand, a quiet pulse. brush 
to wall, wall to street—
each stroke holds time. 
letters are not printed; 
they are built, mixed, 
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HERE, ON A WEATHERED 
FACADE, SIGN PAINTING 

BREATHES: A SLOW, STEADY 
HAND, A QUIET PULSE. BRUSH 
TO WALL, WALL TO STREET—
EACH STROKE HOLDS TIME. 
LETTERS ARE NOT PRINTED; 

THEY ARE BUILT, MIXED, 
AND SWEPT INTO PLACE. 
ENAMEL HUMS, CHALK 

DUST DRIFTS, GUIDELINES 
WHISPER. A CURVE PAUSES, 
A SERIF DECIDES, A SPINE 
STANDS STRAIGHT. THIS IS 

HAND CRAFTED LANGUAGE: 
MEASURED, HUMAN, BOLD. 
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aáăâäàāąåãæbcć
čçċdďđðeéěêëėèē
ęẽfgğģġhħiĳíîïİìī
įĩjwkķlĺľļłmnńňņ
ñoóôöòőōøõœ
pþqrŕřŗsśšşșßtťţ
țuúûüùűūųůũvw
ẃŵẅẁxyýŷÿỳỹzźž
żꞌ.,:;…!¡?¿·•*#//\-–—_( )
{}[]‚„“”‘’«»‹›"'@&¶§©®™
°|†‡+−×÷=≠><≈~¬^%012345
6789¢$€£¥
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aáăâäàāąåãæbcć
čçċdďđðeéěêëėèē
ęẽfgğģġhħiĳíîïİìī
įĩjrkķlĺľļłmnńňņ
ñoóôöòőōøõœ
pþqrŕřŗsśšşșßtťţ
țuúûüùűūųůũvw
ẃŵẅẁxyýŷÿỳỹzźž
żꞌ.,:;…!¡?¿·•*#//\-–—_( )
{}[]‚„“”‘’«»‹›"'@&¶§©®™
°|†‡+−×÷=≠><≈~¬^%012345
6789¢$€£¥
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AÁĂÂÄÀĀĄÅÃÆBCĆ
ČÇĊDĎĐÐEÉĚÊËĖÈĒ
ĘẼFGĞĢĠHĦIĲÍÎÏİÌĪ
ĮĨJjKĶLĹĽĻŁMNŃŇŅ
ÑOÓÔÖÒŐŌØÕŒ
PÞQRŔŘŖSŚŠŞȘẞTŤŢ
ȚUÚÛÜÙŰŪŲŮŨVW
ẂŴẄẀXYÝŶŸỲỸZŹŽ
ŻꞋ.,:;…!¡?¿·•*#//\-–—_( )
{}[]‚„“”‘’«»‹›"'@&¶§©®™
°|†‡+−×÷=≠><≈~¬^%012345
6789¢$€£¥
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